
Retired Western 
geology professor 
continues to teach, 
inform

Savannah Nelson
Special to the Times

Rain or shine, frost-bitten 
or sunburned, through the 
temperamental meteorological 
conditions of the Gunnison 
Country, there’s always one thing 
you can depend on: long-time local 
and retired geology professor Bruce 
Bartleson is watching the weather. 

Bartleson, an avid record keeper 
of temperature and precipitation 
since his retirement from Western 
State Colorado University in 
1998, is held in high esteem for 
his numerous contributions to 
the Gunnison community. Before 
finding his passion in observing the 
weather, Bartleson was well known 
for other local achievements. 

Originally from Chicago, 
Bartleson went to Beloit College 
in Wisconsin to earn a bachelor’s 
degree. He continued his education 
at University of Illinois, where he 
earned a master’s before finding his 
way to Colorado. After spending 
four summers in the Gothic 
area completing his thesis for a 
doctorate in geology from the 
University of Colorado, Bartleson 
made Gunnison his home in 1965. 
For 33 years, Western’s geology 
department blossomed under 
the direction of Bartleson, as the 
program expanded when the 
geology professor took advantage 
of the local territory. 

While at Western, he was given 
the title Outstanding Professor 
of the Year, was selected to be a 
graduation speaker by his students, 
was honored as Outstanding 
Emeritus Professor of the Year in 
1998, and was recently deemed 
Outstanding Educator of the Year 
by the Gunnison Chamber of 
Commerce in 2012. 

Even now, he’s far from slowing 
down. He keeps his eyes on the 
local weather — still demonstrating 
his dedication and interest toward 
the wellbeing of the community. 
He’s been nicknamed a “Local 
Weather Wizard,” and referred to 
as “Barometer Bartleson.” His data-

filled writing about the weather has 
given the Gunnison community 
something to talk about. 

“People are always coming 
up to me, asking about the 
weather,” Bartleson offered. 
“They want to know about my 
data — if temperature records are 
actually being broken, or if it’s all 
speculation.” 

If there’s anyone to ask 
around town, it would be Bruce 
Bartleson. When he first set out 
to research weather patterns, 
gaining information was much 
less accessible because the Internet 
was in its earlier stages. After being 
granted permission from the state, 
Bartleson was sent the official 
archives. Now, even as information 
is easily available online, authorized 
records continue to be sent to 
Bartleson every month. 

Bartleson has personally invested 
much of his time and energy 
to understanding the weather, 
and gaining data-supported 
perspectives on the Gunnison 
Valley, always happily prepared to 
share his accumulated information 
with eager ears. 

Yet, those who know him 
personally look to Bartleson for far 
more than simply weather patterns.

A c c o r d i n g  t o  D u a n e 
Vandenbusche, a close friend and 
former colleague of Bartleson, the 
geologist and part-time weather 
enthusiast is also an excellent 
skiing buddy. Having initially met 
on the slopes in Crested Butte 
during 1965, the pair of Western 
professors have spent time sharing 
their similar passions over the 
years, including both the outdoors 
and education. 

Vandenbusche descr ibes 
Bartleson as “top of the line” 
within the community through 
various different aspects: “Bruce, 
as a person, is a scientist, and he 
is always on a quest for learning; 
he is never satisfied with what 
he knows,” Vandenbusche 
said. “As a professor at Western 
State, he produced a lot of great 
geologists and made a real impact. 
As a community member, he’s 
been tremendous. … He’s very 
community-minded — he’s always 
looking in the best interests of 
Gunnison Country.” 

Bartleson has maintained 
imperative public roles throughout 

the years. He has been president 
of the Gunnison County Library 
Board, vice president of the 
Western State Alumni Board, 
had a scholarship given his 
namesake, and he continues to 
write a newsletter for the Western 
State Geology Department every 
year. Throughout his career, he 
has been involved in assorted 
projects, such as environmental 
studies for site development, gold 
and uranium exploration, oil and 
gas exploration, field mapping, 
evaluating the mineral potential 
of the West Elk Wilderness and 
being on the advisory board to the 
Colorado Geologic Survey. 

As a professor, Bartleson taught 
many now-successful geologists 
and was an essential component of 
their paths to achievement. He has 
published several written works 
in professional journals, has made 
oral presentations at regional and 
national geological conventions 
and has led many field trips for 
students. His now-favorite task, 
Bartleson admits, is seeking 
information regarding the status of 
alumni, most often via e-mail. 

“Bartleson has very defined 
elements of character, besides 
being the world’s greatest 
Waukesha Walk dancer, which 
make him a pillar of the Gunnison 
community,” Vandenbusche joked. 
“He’s extremely fair-minded and 
honest, he’s an outstanding public 
speaker, he is always willing 
to learn, and he’s always willing 
to listen to different views and 
opinions.” 

When asked to mention a 
highlight of his career, Bartleson 
had no hesitation stating that 
he is immensely proud of all of 
his students. “It is and always 
has been very rewarding to 
watch my students grow, and 
communicating every year 
through the alumni newsletter, 
to learn what’s going on in their 
lives,” he said.  

As for Bartleson, you might 
catch him on the iced-over 
bodies of water speed skating 
with his wife Deirdre, or skiing 
the mountain backcountry in 
the winter. You might encounter 
him hiking, mountain biking or 
fly fishing in the summer. And, of 
course, he’ll always be watching 
the weather.

Watching the weather

It’s more than Social 

Studies. It’s more 

like a way to gain a 

global perspective with 

gratitude. 

That’s what students at 
ORSCH — Gunnison’s One 
Room School House — have 
been focusing on in the weeks 
that surround the Thanksgiving 
break.

Last Friday, the students 
had an opportunity to share 
with loved ones about the 
people and things for which 
they give thanks. A standing-
ro o m - o n l y  a u d i e n c e  a t 
Mocha’s Coffeehouse listened 
with careful attention as each 
student read a poem or even 
performed a rap song. One by 
one, each student stood before 
the crowd and expressed in a 
unique way their gratitude —  
for parents, family, food, shelter 
and a good life.

Occasionally in our lives, 
someone comes along to guide us, 
to lead us through adversity and 
see us through to the other side. 
For many students at Gunnison 
High School (GHS), that person is 
Leo Malloy.

Malloy is a physical education 
and outdoor education teacher at 
GHS, but for his colleagues and 
students, he’s much more than 
that.

“He’s a natural,” said Gunnison 
Watershed RE1J School District 
Superintendent Doug Tredway, 
who not only convinced Malloy 
to become a teacher while they 
coached wrestling together in the 
1980s, but also mentored Malloy 

through his student teaching. 
“He’s one of those guys that 
people are just drawn to, that 
students are drawn to.”

Yet, according to Malloy, 
teaching was not his “first life.” 
Since a young age, Malloy has 
been in love with outdoor 
pursuits, particularly rock 
climbing and mountaineering. In 
college, he led his school’s outing 
club and organized trips for fellow 
students.

Through a friend, he learned 
about the National Outdoor 
Leadership School (NOLS) and 
he quickly became a NOLS 
instructor. Though he was only a 
semester away from completing a 

bachelor’s in engineering, Malloy 
was too engrossed in teaching 
through NOLS to complete his 
degree.

He landed in Crested Butte and 
used the location as his  home 
base while he explored the 
mountains of Alaska, where he 
also cooked for a commercial 
fishing operation. But after a 
bad season, Malloy returned to 
Crested Butte. He answered 
Tredway’s ad in the newspaper 
for an assistant wrestling coach, 
completed a degree in industrial 
arts and pursued his teaching 
certificate at Western State 
Colorado University.

Malloy’s foray into outdoor 

education in the public schools 
began with the Taylor Challenge, 
which was implemented 25 
years ago by Greg Kruthaupt and 
Vicki Wattier. Wattier had also 
started the Timberliner Club — 
an organization that led skiing 
and outdoor trips — at the high 
school and asked for Malloy’s 
help in building an on-campus 
climbing wall.

Malloy eventually took over 
the program, which under his 
guidance began to grow. And 
grow. And grow. Soon Malloy had 
developed an entire curriculum 
around outdoor education. He 
offered semester-long courses that 
introduced students to rafting, 

rock climbing, mountain biking, 
backpacking and snow-based 
recreation.

But with the busy schedules 
that high schoolers tend to have, 
leading semester-long classes was 
hard to do. A few years back, 
the outdoor education program 
was revamped to offer shorter 
excursions. This year, GHS offers 
23 outdoor education courses that 
range in length from three to 12 
days. 

These courses range from 
beginning knot tying and trip 
planning to a backpacking 
excursion in the Superstition 
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Outdoor educator Leo Malloy 
helps students, teams grow

Laura Anderson
Times Staff Writer

Leo Malloy stands in front of some of the equipment in the “staging” building that the GHS outdoor education 
program has accumulated over the years.
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ORSCH students held a bake sale at Mocha’s to raise money for Heifer International. 
Photo by Chris Rourke

Malloy  B2

ORSCH  B2

OBITUARIES  A3          BUSINESS  A8          OPINION  A13-A16          SPORTS  B7-B11          CROSSWORD  C2         ONLINE  GUNNISONTIMES.COM

THURSDAY, NOVEMBER 28, 2013

GUNNISON COUNTRY TIMES • 970.641.1414

USHERING 
IN THE 

HOLIDAY 
SEASON 

 B12

INSIDE
GHS 
WRESTLERS 
AIM ‘SKYE’ 
HIGH
 B7

BIRDERS NEED 
HELPING HAND
 B3

Bruce Bartleson displays weather data 
recently in his home in Gunnison. The 
retired geology professor is well known 
for watching local weather patterns — in 
addition to numerous other contributions to 
the community. 
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Ladies Monthly Celebrate & Create Nights:

Create easy & unique prints with instructor Ivy Walker
Monday, January 27, 6 – 8 p.m. $15

ART STUDIO
111 Elk Avenue, 349-7044

Reservations available for private lessons, events & parties

Paint Your Own Pottery
Drop-in hours every Wednesday to paint mugs, plates, figurines & more

Wednesday, January 29, 2 – 6 p.m. Prices range from $4 - $50

Stupendous & Small Art Gallery Show
Local gifts by local artists 

Mary Tuck, Laura Elm, Suzanne Pierson & Frank Pavkov
Artist Reception Thursday, January 30 at ArtWalk, 5 – 8 p.m. Free

Winter Photography Workshop Adventures
Overnight backcountry hut trip & photography workshop

With professional photographer & chef Raynor Czerwinski
Monday, February 3, 11:00 a.m. to Tuesday, February 4, 12:00 p.m. $235

Introduction to Linoleum Block Printmaking
Create carved linoleum blocks and a small edition of prints

Instructor: Ivy Walker
Thursdays, February 6 – 27, 5:15 – 7:15 p.m. $85 + $30 materials

Photoshop Basics for Visual Art
Create visual poetry with digital illustration with Instructor Laura Elm

Saturday, February 8, 9 a.m. – 4 p.m. $75 + $20 materials

DANCE COLLECTIVE
Aerial Dance Conditioning

Build strength, flexibility and ease of movement with the lyra, fabrics & floor
Fridays, through April 1, 2014, 7:30 - 8:15 a.m., $10 / class

Open Aerial Dance
Supervised practice time without instruction on the lyra and silks

Fridays through April 1, 2014, 8:15 – 9:00 a.m., $10 / class

Level 2 Aerial Lyra
Maneuver gracefully through tricks & poses with instructor Sasha Chudacoff

Tuesdays & Fridays, January 21 - 31, 6:30 – 7:45 p.m. $22 / class
$75 for full session of four classes

TO REGISTER
All classes now on sale!

www.crestedbuttearts.org. (970) 349-7487, ext. 6.
Or visit the Box Office at 606 6th St., Crested Butte, Colorado

from 9 a.m. – 5 p.m. Monday – Friday.
Questions? Email classes@crestedbuttearts.org.

(970) 641-3004
Now accepting 

NEW PATIENTS

(970) 641-3004(970) 641-3004(970) 641-3004

Osborne Family Dentistry
Joshua T. Osborne, D.M.D.

321 N. Main St. Gunnison, CO 81230
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